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Meet your new favorite basketball team: The Donut Holes

Wow, what a great team!” 
are words you’ll probably 
never hear at a Donut Holes 
intramural basketball game. 

The team is made up of a motley crew of 
mortals mostly from Waldock Hall who 
are generally inexperienced basketball 
players. Why are they taking on more 
serious teams like the OGs, the Full Sendys, 
or Unleavened Bread, you may ask? 
Although their stats are among the lowest 
in Master’s intramural history, this group is 
undoubtedly making the most of their time 
as a team.
   “Their main priority in playing intramural 
basketball is to have fun,” said intramural 
referee and kinesiology major Katelyn 
Saulog.
   One player from an opposing team, 
Mauricio Farrell of Slight Hall, thinks they 
have unlocked the secret of intramural 
sports. For the past two years, Farrell has 
tried to put a team like the Donut Holes 
together.
   “They came together as a group and said, 
‘We wanna be a joke,’” Farrell commented. 
“It’s perfectly worked out for them, I think, 
because they have no care in the world, and 
they still have a fun time when they lose by 
40 points or so.”
   The captain and instigator of this team, 
computer science major Ian Andersen, 
whose basketball experience includes “one 
basketball camp when [he] was eleven years 
old for like three days,” says that he brought 

this team together for the purpose of having 
fun.
   Biblical exposition major Josh Garber, 
was easily convinced by his roommate Ian 
to join when Andersen said to him, “Let’s 
make a basketball team, it will be funny.”
   Andersen had a specific mission for the 
team in mind when he began recruiting 
members.

   “We don’t take it very seriously. I mean it’s 
intramural at a little tiny school,” laughed 
Andersen. He went on, “I think a lot of 
people take it pretty seriously which is 
kinda funny to me at least cause like, you 
know, you’re not in the NBA or something. 
You’re like not even good enough to get on 
the basketball team here, but some people 
take it very seriously.”
   Considering the team’s combined 
experience in basketball averages about 
three weeks all together, they probably 

Tattooed TMU students talk about tattoo taboo

By Arianna Sonnenburg

Many students here on campus 
have creative sides and have 
different ways of showing them. 
Some students sing, others 

draw, and some act. One unique way that 
students show their creative side is through 
tattoos.
   When students are off-contract, such 
as during the summer or winter break, 
students can go and get a tattoo. They 

usually get something that’s special to them, 
due to the permanent nature of the tattoo.
   Different students have different stories 
that go along with each tattoo.
   Some involve growth. Others include 
learning a valuable lesson that they want to 
remember.
   Kelsey Trainor is a senior majoring in 
biblical counseling, and she has a tattoo on 
her right inner right wrist that reads “Fear 
not...”.

   Eight years ago, Trainor’s mother had 
become sick. At the same time, Trainor 
began to grow closer to the Lord.
   “‘Fear not...’ reminds me to always 
remember that time, because it was a really 
important time that the Lord was using in 
my life,” Trainor said. “He gave me trust 
and peace the whole way and showed me I 
had nothing to fear even though I felt like 
my world was crashing down.”
   Trainor said she would probably not get 
another tattoo soon because she believes 
that they should mean something special. 
   “It’s a way you don’t really need to talk 
to a person first for them to really see 
something about you,” said Emily Mullin, 
a sophomore majoring in marketing media 
currently at IBEX.
   Mullin got her first tattoo last May on her 

shouldn’t take it too seriously.
   “Score-wise we’re not doing very 
great, but we have fun and I’d say we’re 
improving,” Andersen said.
   “We know we’re probably not gonna win 
anything.” Garber said. “It’s just to be goofy 
and relax after a lot of school.”
   A recent addition to the basketball 
team is Levi Davies, a freshmen pre-med 
major with a “thin grasp of the game of 
basketball.” When Davies was invited to 
join the team, he couldn’t say no.
   “They’re not there to win,” Davies 
emphasized. “They’re just there to play, 
which is part of the draw for me.”
   But the Donut Holes have been practicing 
for their games, and they are beginning to 
see a slim chance at victory.
   “The fact that we can block shots and 
score on them means we can win,” said 
Nathaniel Brill, junior Bible major and 
team member of the Donut Holes. “I say 
this with playing Smash too. If you can zero 
stock someone once, then you can three 
stock them at zero every single time you 
play. It’s just a matter of, are you gonna play 
as hard as you can?”
   And they do play hard—there is some 
method and organization to this mess of 
madness on the basketball court.
   “We have more organization, and I 
think we’ve improved a little bit,” Garber 
observed. “The other teams are a lot better 
than us, so we haven’t won yet and it 
normally hasn’t really been close at all.”
   The Donut Holes don’t let their losses 
devastate them. They realize their 
shortcomings and make an effort to get 
better — all while cracking jokes and 
enjoying themselves.
   “I wouldn’t say they’re not good,” Saulog 
paused, choosing her words carefully. 
“They’re just getting started. You know?”
   Team captain, Ian Andersen is hopeful 
about the team’s future, but remains true to 
his original intent for the team.
   “We’re learning about different things like 
what a screen is,” Andersen recalled. “That 
was a big thing. And we’re learning about 
rotation on offense, so we’re learning the 
basketball things.”
   He maintains his initial motives for 
organizing the team.
   “A lot of people act like it’s embarrassing 
to not be good at it,” Andersen analyzed. 
“But I think it’s more embarrassing if the 
quality of your character is shown to be 
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“It was me 
realizing that 
I was free to 

make my own 
decisions.”

left wrist of five sparrows flying.
   “It was a bunch of different things,” 
Mullin said. “It was me realizing that I was 
free to make my own decisions and also 
free to be whoever God wanted me to be 
after growing up feeling like I had to be put 
in a box.”
   The specific passage according to Mullins 
that goes along with her tattoo is Matthew 
10:26-33.
   “I wanted something that could be a 
conversation starter,” Mullin said.
   Lucy Rodriguez is a sophomore majoring 
in history for teacher education who has 
five tattoos. She has two Harry Potter 
tattoos, one that reads “He is greater than 
I”, an animal rights tattoo, and a “radiate 
positivity” tattoo.
   The “He is greater than I” tattoo was the 

first tattoo that Rodriguez got. She got it 
when she had first turned 18 and really 
began to grow in her faith.
   “When I had gone to college in San 
Francisco, I was kinda lost for a little bit,” 
Rodriguez said. “I was 17, and I was always 
on the younger side, and when I came 
home from that I decided to get the tattoo 
because God had pulled me out of that 
situation. And that’s why I got ‘He is greater 
than I.’”
   Rodriguez plans to get a type 1 diabetic 
tattoo, because she has type 1 diabetes and 
wants to show her support for others who 
are also struggling with it.
   While some TMU students enjoy and 
have tattoos, others are not as keen on 
them.
   “I don’t really like tattoos,” said Chatham 
Van Wingerden a freshman majoring in 
marketing media and biblical counseling.     
   “Our bodies are our holy temples. We 
should respect them and should not mark 
them up for our own enjoyment.”
   Sergio Arechiga, the RD of Waldock, got 
a tattoo over Christmas break that goes 
all around his right arm with two big red 
flowers that are dahlias, the national flower 
of Mexico. There is a big purple flower next 
to the red ones representing the national 
flower of Costa Rica. Arechiga also has a 
guitar that goes across his forearm.
Arechiga wanted to get this tattoo because 
he and his brother had grown up with 
tattoos and were both interested in 
Polynesian tattoos.
   “We learned that every mark means 
something,” Arechiga said. “There was not a 
bit of the ink that doesn’t mean something.”

“We’re learning 
about rotation 
on offense, so 

we’re learning the 
basketball things.”
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pretty lacking in how you play. That’s more 
embarrassing than ‘Oh these guys lost by 
like 70 points.’”
   One of the strengths of this team is their 
unfading support for one another, which 
is essential in a team that is “just getting 
started.”

Lucy Rodriguez tattoo

“It’s like a 
brotherhood.”

   “They made some good shots in our 
game,” Farrell complimented. “Whenever 
they made a shot, they would just, you 
know, throw up the goggles,” he chuckled, 
throwing up the goggles himself. “Or they’ll 
yell at each other ‘Good job!’ but in a really 
loud, obnoxious, squeaky voice.”
   This support system of untrained 
basketball players has given them an 
unusual outlet for jokes, hard work, and 
cultivating of friendships.
   “It’s like a brotherhood,” said history 
education major and Donut Holes team 
member, John Wippermann. “There’s no 
competition. It’s all fun. I don’t think we’ve 
lost a game! Have we lost? I think every 
game is a win for us in the heart.”
   They’ve even developed a fan-base who 
resonate deeply with the team’s main 
purpose. The adoring admirers love to see 
their classmates and friends completely 
failing at something they, for the most part, 
don’t care to be good at.
   “Everyone on the team loves the team,” 
Josh Hilton pipped, music major. “I love the 
team. I’ve never even seen them play.”
   The Donut Holes’ reputation precedes 
them and reminds people to laugh at 
themselves and to try new things — 
following the example of the grotesquely 
under-qualified team members of the 
Donut Holes.
   “If they’re still having a good time and 
happen to beat someone, then it’s still 
generic, classic Donut Hole,” Farrell stated, 
with a proud smile.
   “Honestly we just laugh about it a lot,” 
Garber said, in line for ribs and rice pilaf 
in the caf. “It’s more fun if you don’t try to 
take it too seriously. As long as our team 
just focuses on that more than trying to be 
super competitive, we are gonna continue 
to keep having a blast like we’ve been 
having.”


